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Q&A with Author Shannon Clark 

Q) Where did you get the idea for Angels Above books and toys?
The idea started after Christmas one year when my five-year-old son asked, “Why are you putting 
Jesus in a box?” After I explained that we would get the decorations back out next year, he then 
asked, “Can I keep Jesus in my room?” He placed the Nativity scene on his book case, which is 
where you will still find it today. Having a symbol of God's love near made my son feel protected 
and that God was with him. His simple words impacted my heart in a very special way that inspired 
me to write, Angel Pals. I wanted to create something for all children that would serve as a symbol 
of God’s love and presence in their life. After writing the first book, I asked several of my friends and 
family for feedback. Their encouragement gave me the strength to start this new adventure. God 
clearly had a plan for me that I had never imagined, yet, I was ready and excited to follow His lead.   

Q) Can you share more about the Angel Pals and Blessed Baby books? What is it about?
Angel Pals is a hardcover book that allows children to see God’s love through the eyes of His 
guardian angels. The story explains the arrival of these new friends, on a special mission to spread 
love by sharing positive messages with children everywhere. Angel Pals reinforces good values such 
as kindness and generosity, and highlights examples of how children can take action to let their 
positive light shine around the world. This story is meant to spread inspiration, joy and love to every 
child. With so many negative messages in society, Angel Pals provides families with a playful way to 
reassure and encourage children. 

After writing Angels Pals, I realized it was more appropriate for toddlers and older children. So I 
decided to write a second book, Blessed Baby, which is about Angel Pals being sent on a mission to 
welcome newborn babies. Blessed Baby is a board book about the arrival of this special new 
companion and it’s playful interaction with babies. These little ones will have a guardian to watch 
over and protect them in life. It is the perfect keepsake gift to welcome a little boy or girl into the 
world.   

Q) Who do you see as your main audience?
It’s interesting how this project has evolved. Initially, I thought it would primarily be for toddlers and 
younger children. Then I decided to write a book specifically for babies. Most recently, the Post Pals 
mailbox accessory was added and is something that could be used by older children as well. Angels 
Above products will probably appeal mostly to newborns through elementary age. I envision Post 
Pals could be fun for the entire family or classrooms to encourage each other. My son recently 
decorated a mailbox and put in my bedroom so he could leave mail for me. It was then I realized 
that Post Pals can be enjoyed at any age.
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Q) Unlike most books, Angels Above books come with accessories. Can you provide more 
detail on those?
Each book comes packaged with an Angel Pal, which is meant to serve as a symbol of God’s 
love for children. Every Angel Pal is made from 100% cotton, safe for babies and children of all 
ages. They are handcrafted with care and made with fun, patterned wings. The Angel Pal 
comes with a certificate that allows for the choosing of a name and arrival date for the special 
companion, a keepsake that can be cherished forever. 

In addition, there is Post Pals, which is a mailbox that can be decorated and used to deliver 
messages of encouragement for children, along with a corresponding action, so they can 
implement the values they are learning in the books. Post Pals is something the entire family 
can participate in, delivering encouragement or gifts from parents, siblings, caregivers and 
Angel Pals. Future books in the series will include a “special post” for the child that can be 
delivered in his or her mailbox if you choose.  

Q) Do you feel there is a gap in the market for this type of product?
Yes, I definitely feel there is a need for more children’s books that provide positive messages.  
When creating Angel Pals, I took into consideration how my children respond to other books 
and toys on the market. My desire was for them to have that same excitement, but with 
something that brings more purpose into their play. I love watching my children engage with 
the Angel Pals and their excitement when checking their mail.

Teaching children about social diversity is critical in today’s society. According to an article by 
NPR, people of color accounted for only 22% of children’s book characters in 2016. I wanted to 
ensure Angels Above books were intentional about being diverse and making all children feel 
loved by God.

Q) As the author, do you have unique background or experience?
For the past five years, I have stayed home to care for my children. When you leave the work 
force for that long, it can be intimidating. Even though I had no previous experience with book 
publishing, once God started me down this path, I never looked back. With His guidance, and 
the help of many friends and family, it has already been an amazing experience. Since our 
launch in January, we have been receiving great feedback, won an award at our first vendor 
show and were nominated for the ASTRA organization Best Toys for Kids List in 2017.

Q) What is the next steps for Angel Pals?
I have so many ideas for the brand. I have already started the next two books in the series 
that will be about the Angel Pals delivering messages of kindness and generosity. With each 
book, I hope to partner with a charitable organization to create a fun action for the kids. For
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example, I would love to partner with the Angel Tree organization for the book about generosity. 
I get so excited thinking about all of the wonderful things kids can do in this world. As a parent, I 
want to teach my children values that will carry them through life. There is a Bible verse that I 
read often to remind me of the significance of my role in doing this as a parent. Proverbs 22:6 
"Teach children to choose the right path, when they are older, they will remain upon it."

Q) Share your journey from initial concept to being here today? What have been the 
challenges and obstacles to overcome?
The idea definitely started with the aforementioned comments made by my son. Once the first 
book was written, I had lots to learn about the process of getting published. I started learning 
and researching as much as I possibly could. For a children’s picture book, I knew the second 
most important step would be finding the perfect illustrator. I began looking through portfolios 
and immediately knew that Laura Watson was the one for the job, assuming she would accept 
the project. I had her agent submit my manuscript, and thankfully, she was really excited to work 
on the project. Since she is located outside of Toronto, Canada, we have collaborated via Skype 
and email over the past year. She is not only a very talented illustrator, but also a genuinely kind 
person. Once we created our illustrations of the Angel Pals, the rest seemed to fall right into 
place. Then it was time to make the plush angels. It took about a year for this creation, and we 
are thrilled with the end result. This product is truly a work of passion by a “mom on a mission” 
to show children everywhere how much they are loved and the difference they can make in the 
world.  

Q) Describe the illustrations?
Laura Watson is a very talented children’s book illustrator working outside of Toronto, Canada. 
Her whimsical illustrations were a perfect fit for the Angels Above books. I knew I wanted 
everything to be colorful and fun. The angels wings are a big part of the story with the brightly 
colored patterns representing a message the angel wants to share. For example, if the Angel 
Pals want to share a message about teamwork, their wings will say “Teamwork” on the cross and 
have some type of sport pattern on the wings. There will be lots to come with the significance of 
the wings in the story.

Q) Giving back is an important part of Angels Above, tell us how you are doing that through 
book purchases?
It was also a desire to give back by meeting the basic need of providing meals for children 
throughout the world. That is why every purchase goes toward providing 10 meals to help 
children globally. We are making donations to Feeding America and Story Changers, a local non-
profit organization working in Ethiopia.
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Q) What have initial reactions been to your Angel Above books and accessories?
It has been such a blessing to hear the positive responses from adults and children. People are 
calling it an “Amazing Concept”, “Very Special”, “Sweet Book” and “A Truly Gifted “Gift!” One 
parent said for her daughter it was, “Love At First Sight.” Another mother thanked me over and 
over for the Angel Pal in helping her child feel safe and protected during the night. 

Q) Where can your books and accessories be purchased?
Our book sets are currently available online at www.AngelsAbove.com and also at 50+ retailers 
across the country. These retailers include boutiques, church gift shops, hospitals and tea 
rooms.
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